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The Pre-Colonial Empires of
Central and South Africa
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Case Study Kongo Klngdom |

. Founded in 14th ‘

century in w.
central Africa

* Kingdom divided

into 6 parts each
with a governor

— Similar to
government used
by Alexander the
Great




. 1482 flrst Portuguese explorer
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* Portuguese worked to weaken and control
empire from inside
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— Controlled kings
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— Slave Trade
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Whlle Europeans often cIalmed that the Afrlcan
peoples “needed” their help, how does the
Kongo Kingdom help demonstrate otherwise?
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MERCON

Located in Central
Africa

Developed government |
similar to European N
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and Japanese
Feudalism
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Luba’s Government

Very strong government
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Balopwe — Clan Kings
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Mbudye — Historians/”men of Memory”
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. Raldlng by sIavers brought d|V|S|on and mis-trust
between Luba and kingdoms on the coast
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* Area eventually fully taken over by Belgium in
19t century.
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does Luba’s societal structure dispel the
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Case Study Great Zimbabwe
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1100 1400 C E

Center of Kingdom of
Zimbabwe

“Zimbabwe”=Stone House gl

(Shona)

Famous for making large
walled city, with stone
houses

Built up trade network
with continent (Kilwa) and
beyond (China)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Zim-bird.jpg
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Decline in Trade
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Political Instability
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The Mutap
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1430-1760

Built up as successor of
Zimbabwe empire
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Located in Southern Africa g —
around Zambezi river g
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Built up as trading empire &
— Connections to Muslim ﬂ:r;
traders of east coast e S X TE R OR ‘
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http://www.geographicus.com/P/AntiqueMap/World-sanson-1691
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Culture of I\/Iutapa
. Bellef in splrlts and cuIt of royal ancestors
* “Mhondoros” — maintained shrines, passed on

oral histories

e “Chibadi” — men dressed as women
(considered an honor)
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Decline of the I\/Iutapa

Portuguese traders and
missionaries influence
begins around mid 16t
century
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Empire declined and was
absorbed by Butwa
empire, then Portuguese
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Monomatapa.svg

ht the ideas of Ethnocentrishelp
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