
Industrialism in Anglo-America  



Early Industrialization in North 
America 

• Industrialized slightly after 
Western Europe 

– United States industrialized 
mid-1800s 

– First in east coast regions in 
New England 

• Starting with textiles 

 



Industrialization and the Civil War 

• Northern United States 
had embraced principles 
of Industrialism 
– Southern States still relied 

on slave labor 

– Machines more efficient 
than slave labor 

• North able to beat South 
in Civil War through 
industrial output 
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Industrial Regions 

• Major Industrial areas 
primarily develop in 
Northern United States 
and Southern Canada 

– Near Great Lakes 

– Steel and Automotive 

• Later in California and 
Washington/Vancouver 

– Electronics and Airplanes 



America’s Mining Industry 

• North America 
abundant in natural 
resources 
– Metals, fossil fuels, 

building materials 

• Strong primary sector 
allows for secondary 
and tertiary 
development  



Steel Production 

• Industrial development 
centered on production 
of steel 
– Iron and Coking Coal 

necessary to produce 
steel 

– Coal abundant in 
Appalachian area and 
Iron-ore is prevalent in 
Great Lakes/Canadian 
Shield area 



Car Industry 

• Entrepreneur Henry Ford 
comes up with idea of 
Assembly Line in 1913 
– Allows for faster production 

of automobiles 

• Demand for cars booms 
after World War II 
– Detroit becomes “Motor 

City” 
– Automobile industry 

becomes one of the largest 
in North America 



Foreign Competition 

• Starting in mid-1900s 
American and Canadian 
industries have trouble 
with foreign competitors 
– Did not have to deal with 

Unions, health 
insurance/benefits, 
occupational safety, and 
climate controls as much  

• Companies relocate to 
Less developed countries 
– Take advantage of low 

cost labor 



Silicon Valley and the High-Tech 
Industry 

• Tech-Industries cluster in 
Silicon Valley region of 
California outside San 
Francisco 

– Agglomeration - Grouping 
together of many firms 
from the same industry in 
a single area for collective 
or cooperative use of 
infrastructure and sharing 
of labor resources 



The Rust Belt and Deindustrialization 

• As outsourcing and offshoring becomes more 
common in mid-20th century, many North 
American industries shut down 


