
AP U.S. Government and Politics  Name: 

How the Parties Differ    Section: 
 

 
Directions: You will be working in groups of three to complete the chart 
below of how the major parties differ on key issues related to the country. 
You will first research your topics, then share them with your partners who 
had different topics, then as a class we will discuss all of the topics. Once 
finished answer the question on the back. 
 

How the Major Parties Differ on…. 
Topics (Subsets) Republicans Democrats 

The Role of Government in the 
Economy 

  

Taxes   

Foreign Policy   

Immigration   

Gun Control   

The Death Penalty   

Healthcare   

Civil Rights 
- Black Lives Matters 

  

Social Issues 
- Gay Rights 
- Abortion 

  

 
 



Thought Question: 
1. Analyze the stances above and summarize the general view of government involvement by Democrats, 

and by Republicans. 
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