
Demography 

The Geography of Race, Ethnicity and 
Gender 



Definitions 

• Race: Divisions of humankind, having 
perceived differences in physical 
characteristics. 

• Racism: prejudice, discrimination, or 
antagonism directed against someone of a 
different race based on the belief that one's 
own race is superior. 



Origins of Racism 

• “Great Chain of Being” 

– Developed in ancient greece 

– Divided all things into “natural order” 

• Some things/people were naturally higher than others 

• Slavery 

• Social Darwinism 

– Survival of the fittest and dominance of one race 
over another 



Geography of Racism: Slavery 



Geography of Racism: Vancouver 

• City-wide 
discrimination of 
Asiatic immigrants 
resulting in riots and 
segregation 



Vancouver Segregation 



Geography of Racism: South Africa 

• Apartheid – A policy of segregation and 
political and economic discrimination against 
non-European groups in the Republic of South 
Africa 

• Racial Classifications: 

Afrikaner – Person native to South Africa of 
European descent who speaks Afrikaans. Also 
known as Boers 

 

 



Racial Inequality of South Africa 

• Baaskap – The rule of black Africans by the 
Afrikaners  

SA's POPULATION: CENSUS 2011 

Population group Number % of total 

African 41 000 938 79.2% 

White 4 586 838 8.9% 

Coloured 4 615 401 8.9% 

Indian/Asian 1 286 930 2.5% 

Other 280 454 0.5% 

TOTAL 51 770 560 100% 

Source: Statistics South Africa (http://beta2.statssa.gov.za/) 





Impacts of Apartheid 



Ethnicity 
Definition:  Identity with or membership in a particular 

racial, national, or cultural group, and observance of that 

group’s customs, beliefs, and language. 



Difference Between Race and 
Ethnicity 

•  Race is socially imposed and hierarchical. 
There is an inequality built into the system.  

– Race is how you're perceived by others 

• Ethnicity is not readily evident without 
knowledge of family history 



Ethnicity map of the United States 









Global Gender Gap Index 

• Measure political empowerment, educational 
attainment, economic participation and 
opportunity, and overall health 



Global Gender Gap Index 



Marriage Equality in the United 
States 

Source: Freedomtomarry.org 






