Components of a Religion



Understanding Religions

* At their base understanding a
religion is a set of ideas tied
together under the belief in some
type of divine being, a guiding set
of morality, and a belief in an
afterlife

* Buddhism by definition is not a
religion because its lack of a god

* Guiding principles for follower to
live by give direction and how the
religion should be practiced

I THOU SHALT HAVE
NOOTHER GODS
BEFORE ME

11 THOU SHALT NOT
MAKE UNTO THEE
ANY GRAVEN IMAGE

[IT THOU SHALTNOT
TAKE THE NAME
OFTHE LORD THY
(xOD IN VAIN

IV REMEMBER THE
SABBATH DAY,
TO KEEPIT HOLY

V HONOURTHY FATHER
AND THY MOTHER

VI THOU SHALT
NOT KILL

VII THOU SHALTNOT

COMMIT ADULTERY |

VIII THOUSHALT
NOT STEAL

IX THOU SHALT NOT
BEAR FALSE
WITNESS AGAINST
THY NEIGHBOUR

X THOU SHALT
NOT COVET



Polytheistic and Monotheistic Religions

* Religions can be divided based on
their structure in the belief of one
god (monotheism) or their belief in
many gods (polytheism)

* Monotheistic religions offer greater
cultural cohesion as cults or sects can
develop around different gods within
a polytheistic society

* Example — All followers of Christianity
follow just one god, whereas Hinduism
has millions of gods




Universalizing and Ethnic Religions

 Religions differ in their ideas on how
someone can actually join their religion.

e Universalizing religions are open to all and will
actively seek converts to join their religion

* Islam and Christianity are main examples and
because of this they are also the largest religions

world wide
* In an Ethnic religion the members are born into it
and the religious ideas are connected to their
ethnicity. Because of this they tend to be smaller
* Hinduism and Judaism are common examples of
ethnic religions. Judaism remains rather small,
whereas Hinduism is quite large due to its large
population in India

World Religions by percentage

other religions

Hindus 12.48%

m.gm non-religious
- 14.09%

Muslims

21.01% Christians
33.32%



Folk Religions and Animism

* In Folk cultures that have unique
cultures specific to their environment
they have often adopted unique
religions that are specific to their culture
only

* Many are animistic, meaning they
attribute supernatural powers to plants,
animals, and inanimate objects

* Example — Mongolian Mythology had a sky
god, horse god, etc...




Branches, Denominations, and Sects

* Branch — Large divisions of religions based on structural beliefs (ex.
division of Islam between Shi’a and Sunni or Christianity (Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox)

 Denomination — Further separation of Religious branches (ex.
Splitting Orthodox Christianity between Eastern and Greek Orthodox
denominations)

e Sect — A further division a religious denomination who develop
specific but fundamental differences than the rest of the main
practice (Ex. The “Old Believers” in Eastern Orthodox church)

 Sometimes considered to be derogatory
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